
 

Butterfly Spotlight: Back from the Brink 
White-letter Hairstreak (S)   
June-July 
Almost eliminated nationally by the arrival of 
Dutch Elm disease in the late 1970’s. Has started a 
strong comeback in the last 2 or 3 years. Look at 
the tops of elms at the south end of the Scope. 

 
 

 
The Friends of Wandsworth Common  aim to engage the 
community in the protection, conservation and 
enhancement of the Common, recognising its natural 
beauty and ecological importance. In so doing, to foster a 
sense of community, mutual respect and understanding 
among different users. Join at 
www.wandsworthcommon.org  and follow on Twitter and 
Instagram @wwcommon. 

 
 

 
Butterfly Conservation is the UK charity dedicated to 
saving butterflies and moths, which are key indicators of 
the health of our environment. Butterfly Conservation 
improves landscapes for butterflies and moths, creating a 
better environment for us all. Join at 
www.butterfly-conservation.org and follow on Twitter and 
Instagram @savebutterflies. 

  

Wandsworth Common’s  
Beautiful Butterflies 

 
An identification guide to the butterflies 

of Wandsworth Common 
 
  

Peacock   
Iain Leach 

 
This leaflet provides information about the butterflies that 
occur in Wandsworth Common, how to identify them, and 
when and where to best see them. 

https://www.wandsworthcommon.org/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/


Some butterfly background 
If you thought there were only Cabbage White butterflies on 
the Common, you couldn’t be more wrong! 28 different 
species have been found - only four are mainly white, and 
many are multi-coloured, like the stunning Peacock butterfly. 
 
Most of the 28 different species appear every year, many in 
large numbers, but some only in ones or twos. While some 
species are easy to find, others very difficult. In some cases, 
telling the difference between species can take much 
practice. 
 
When to look for butterflies 
Butterflies generally only fly on warm days (12 degrees Celsius 
or more) when there is plenty of sunshine, usually between 
April and September (though given favourable conditions, 
they can appear in March and as late as November). Some 
species are present throughout the season, but many only 
arrive in the summer. Regardless of the time of year, the best 
time of day to look for butterflies is late morning to late 
afternoon. 
 
Where to look for butterflies 
Butterflies can appear anywhere on the Common, though 
most exhibit some habitat preference. The best area is the 
Scope. Regularly mown areas offer virtually nothing, but 
uncut verges and areas of long grass and scrub can be 
fruitful.   
 
NOTE: Pictures are of butterflies in good condition. The appearance 
can deteriorate quite markedly with age (just like humans!)  S, M, L refer 
to size. Months quoted are those when the butterfly is most common. 

 

A butterfly walk  
From the Skylark Café, take the path South along the railway 
towards the lake; turn right along the boardwalk to arrive at 
the long grassy mound (the old playground site) at the NW 
edge of the lake. Have a careful look here. 
 
Heading first Westward and then South, follow the woodland 
edge to arrive at the Trinity Rd/ Burntwood Lane Crossroads. 
Cross Trinity Rd to enter the Scope (the large woodland area 
on the west side of Trinity Rd). Move gradually and generally 
north, exploring footpaths and clearings, keeping eyes 
peeled, to emerge at the NE corner of the Scope, by the 
Trinity Rd pedestrian crossing. 
 
Staying on the Scope side of the road, turn left and continue 
past The County Arms pub, and continue Northwards 
through the wide, long grassy verge (the Prison Banks), a 
fairly undisturbed wildlife haven.   
  
Just past the railway bridge, cross Trinity Rd (carefully!) to 
enter “ The Frying Pan“, an area of depressed grassland, 
partially surrounded by woodlands. It’s worth a good look 
round here. 
 
From here, it’s easy to return to Skylark, via the John Archer 
bridge and estate, across Windmill Road. If you have never 
discovered it before, look out for the historic, bladeless 
‘windmill’ (in fact a smock mill) on the left of the bridge 
entrance.  
 
NOTE: Maps are available for £2 in Skylark and Toast Rack Cafés. 

 

http://www.skylarkcafe.co.uk/
https://www.toastrackbakery.co.uk/


Common Visitors 

Green-veined White (M) 
Apr-Sept 

 
(m) Vlad Proklov    (f) Dean Morley 
Widespread and numerous. 
 
Large White (L)               Apr-Oct 

 
(m) Dean Morley    (f) Steve Maskell   
Widespread and numerous. 
Distinguish from other whites by 
black markings, not by size - the 
smallest large whites can be 
smaller than the largest small 
whites! 
 
Purple Hairstreak (S)         June 

 
Common, but normally only seen 
in summer evening sunshine on 
certain “master” oaks, look about 
1⁄3 the way down. They appear 
slate grey. Try the large oak at the 
south east corner of St James’ 
Field, or the two near the north 
end of the diagonal path across 
the Scope (west side). 
 

Common Blue (S)  Jun/Aug-Oct 

 
(m) Peter Withers   (f) Matt Berry 
Found in groups of up to 5 at 
ground level in flowery grassland, 
Frying Pan and Trinity Rd verge.  
 
Holly Blue (S)                 Apr-Aug 

  
Iain Leach     
Very common everywhere. Females 
have black wingtips. Tend to fly 
higher than Common Blue. 
 
Ringlet (M)                   June-July 

 
Andrew Cooper   
Easily found in the Scope.   
 
Red Admiral (M)              Apr-Oct 

 
Tamás Nestor 
Ones and twos everywhere. 

Occasional Visitors 
 
Meadow Brown (M) 
June-Aug 

 
(m)                        (f) 
Declining in numbers here, but still 
common on grassland. Markings 
and colouring are variable, but 
larger and less orange than the 
Gatekeeper. 
 
Small Copper (S) 
Apr-June/Sept-Oct 

 
Bob Eade               Ivan Lynas 
Only appears occasionally. In 
more open areas. 
 
Orange Tip (M)            Apr-June 

 
(m)                          (f) 
Only a few each year. Seen near 
garlic mustard in tree lines and 
woodland edges. Females lack 
orange wing tips and are not to be 
confused with green veined whites 

 
 
Painted Lady (L)         June-Aug 

 
Iain Leach             Andrew Cooper 
Has years of great abundance, 
but normally only a few are found, 
appearing anywhere. Likes thistle. 
 
Small Heath (S)         June-Sept 

 
Tim Melling            Iain Leach 
Very scarce here. Open grassland. 
 
Small Tortoiseshell (M) Apr-Oct 

 
Iain Leach              Dean Morley 
Now scarce. Look near nettle. 
 
Clouded Yellow (M)      Aug/Oct 

 
Mark Joy 
Has years of great abundance, 
but generally rare. 
 



Common Visitors    

Brimstone (L)      Apr-June/Aug 

 
(m) Tamás Nestor   (f) Allan Drewitt 
Seen anywhere, but never in large 
numbers.  
 
Comma (M)                     Apr-Oct 

 
Iain Leach             Andrew Cooper 
Seen anywhere but favours 
woodland. As many as 5/6 at a 
time. 
 
Speckled Wood (M)        Apr-Oct 

 
Bob Eade              Andrew Cooper 
Commonest butterfly on the 
Common. Favours oak trees and 
woodland, especially the Scope. 
 
Small White (M)             Apr-Oct 

 
Widespread and numerous. 

Essex Skipper (S)       June-July 

  
 Iain Leach   
Almost identical to the Small 
Skipper, but Essex antennae tips 
are, as if dipped in ink. Any other 
combination of black, brown, and 
orange is a Small Skipper. Usually 
found in clusters at ground level 
in more open areas of the Scope 
and in Frying Pan.  
 
Small Skipper    Large Skipper 
(S) June-July         (S)     June-Aug  

 
Andrew Cooper     Neil Hulme 
Large Skipper is slightly larger 
than Small and Essex Skipper, with 
orange spotting on wings. Good 
numbers everywhere, especially 
bramble flowers. 
 
Gatekeeper (M)            July-Aug 

 
Andrew Cooper    Vlad Proklov 
Easy to see on flowers. Smaller 
and more orange than Meadow 
Brown. 

  Rare Visitors 
Marbled White (M)      June-July 

 
Bob Eade              Iain Leach 
Likely to become more frequent. 
Grassland. Likes ox-eye daisies. 
 
Purple Emperor  (L)              July 

 
Iain Leach              Andrew Cooper 
Only 1 seen. Any visits will be few 
and far between. Females lack 
purple. 
 
Brown Argus (S) 
Apr-June/Aug-Sept 

 
 Iain Leach             Bob Eade 
Only 1 found so far, but expanding 
its range within London. Look at 
ground level in flowery grassland. 
Very difficult to distinguish from 
female Common Blue, via slight 
differences in underwing spotting. 
Any hint of blue round the body is 
a Common Blue. 

White Admiral (M)       June-July 

 
None seen yet, but making 
progress into London. Likes 
honeysuckle. 
 
Brown Hairstreak (S)   Aug-Sept 

 
(f) Iain Leach         (f) Bob Eade 
None yet seen, but making 
progress into London. Likes 
blackthorn.  
 
Green Hairstreak (S)   Apr-June 

 
Adam Gor               Dean Morley 
None yet seen, but expected. Flies 
very fast and is very hard to spot. 
 
Silver-washed Fritillary (L)  

 
Adam Gor              Martin Warren 
Likely to become more frequent. 

 


