
Minutes – Friends of Wandsworth Common (FoWC) 
 

Date Thursday 13 Dec 2018 Time 19.00  Venue Skylark 

Attendees Apologies Did not attend 

Richard Fox (chair) 

Julia Bott (minutes) 

George Meakin (treasurer) 

Sue Delafons (funding) 

 

Charlie Oppenheim  

Karly Olsen-Haveland  

 

Guests: 

Sandy Muir 

Rachel Thornton-Hill 

Lisa Villaseca (comms) 

Sarah Halonen (biodiversity) 

 

No Item Discussion Actions by next meeting 

1 

Introduction 
apologies 
etc. 

Apologies as noted above. Introductions to Sandy Muir and Rachel Thornton-Hill were made, both present as 
having expressed interest in joining the committee.  

2 

Minutes of 
last meeting 

 Minutes of the Oct 23 meeting were agreed as correct. 
 RF said that a request to Friends for more volunteers was a priority. 
 RF noted a successful meeting between RF/JB and John Hort, secretary of the Bolingbroke Bowling Club 

(BBC). This was exploratory with the common aim of increasing bowling on the green, especially as next 
year is their centenary. There had been discussion about the need for BBC to modernise its ways and 
thinking to attract more members. It had been agreed a start was to hold a joint BBC and Friends friendly 
teaching match at the opening of the season (April- September). There was support within the committee 
for greater use and collaboration; it also agreed it was important to have All Star involved in this initiative 
and possibly Skylark and, if the first friendly proved successful, to institute a regular open “beer and bowls“ 
session throughout the season (see events). R T-H kindly volunteered to lead this project.  
 

RF to e-mail a request for 
volunteers asap 
 
RF/JB to brief RT-H & then 
to chase John Hort for 
possible dates for 
teaching match  
 

3 

Chair’s 
update 

RF updated the committee on: 

1. Planning matters which FoWC might like to submit comments on, or objections to, as summarised in the 
email to Friends of Dec 9:  

a. Jaggard way: SM clarified only planning issues highlighted in last time’s reasons for rejection will be 
considered. Objecting solely on issues affecting the Common might not carry much weight.  

b. Bellevue Junction: A good deal of discussion ensued including what role FoWC should take. It was 
agreed that MAC and Friends’ had common interests and that limited resources made it unrealistic 
for both groups to consider the issue separately. The two should liaise, with FoWC focussing at this 
stage on informing its members  

c. Power tunnels 2 -not discussed as work seemed unlikely to be intrusive and was still 2 years off 
d. Neal’s Lodge. GM has written to WBC on behalf of the MAC and FoWC and we will consider next 

steps when a response is received.  
 

 
 
 
GM to liaise with 
Wandsworth Society 
Planning Group before 
sending an objection on 
behalf of MAC/Friends 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2. WBC parks and commons management contract re-procurement: RF described the several meetings he, 
JB, GM and colleagues in FoTC and TCMAC and Battersea Park and Wandsworth Park Friends had had 
with WBC, and the deputation to WBC OSC. Another meeting is planned in January. We have been 
reassured that our input and opinions are considered valuable and will be taken into account in the 
contract specification.  

3. Outreach: RF briefly updated on continued efforts to support Sarah Garnett and Laura Price of 
Naturescope and Groundwork respectively, in their efforts to increase schools’ uptake of the facility. SH 
had also been involved. Time did not allow further discussion. 

RF/JB to attend next WBC 
meeting in Jan and feed 
back 
 

4 

Fundraising, 
project 
updates & 
priorities 

SD presented a brief update (circulated with agenda). Progress had been made, despite our having to wait 

and see what was in the Management and Maintenance Plan. RF noted this was now delayed until March, 

with the MAC/FoWC invited to comment on a draft in January and to meet with WBC in March.  

NIBs – The “case for support“created by SH had been circulated with the agenda. It was noted as a very 

useful piece of work and SH was thanked in her absence. This meant should the opportunity arise 

unexpectedly to apply for a grant, we were in a better position to move rapidly. SH is supported in this 

subgroup by Aviva Walton and Catherine Pinder, a neighbour of RF/JB who has worked at the Natural History 

Museum.  

Drinking fountain (DF) – Enable have submitted a bid for 5 fountains across Wandsworth under the Mayor’s 

initiative with Oneless. No location priorities were expressed. If the bid is successful, the aim will be to work 

proactively with Enable and WBC to improve the chances of WC being one of the selected locations. If we 

were unsuccessful, depending on the Management Plan, we may need to make our own bid to an external 

funder. This was why it was important to have a Case for Support ready, though we should be able to make 

use of Enable’s if and when the time came.   

Heritage – RF said he had yet to convene a meeting of a putative history group but this was now in train. SD 

briefed the meeting on outreach to relevant groups, especially Sue Demont (also a Friend) of the Battersea 

Society and Janet Smith from the Wandsworth Historical Society.  CO suggested Emanuel school’s archives 

could be a good source (KO-H has since contacted Tony Jones) and SD suggested Honeywell school. RT-H 

suggested St Mary Magdalene’s history writer might be willing to help. GM has been offered Shirley 

Passmore‘s unwanted files which was agreed might prove useful and members of the soon to be convened 

Heritage group could help look at them in the New Year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GM to ask Peter Farrow for 
SP’s files (DONE - these are 
now with RF) 
 
RF to convene a meeting 
of all those interested in 
history in January 
 
RT-H to contact SMM  
 
 

5 

Comms LV was thanked in her absence for very good work on the membership flyer and the very 
attractive carols songbook. It was noted a detailed media plan for all events was required (LV had already 
advised RF/JB this was work in progress).  

LV to bring proposals to 
next meeting.  



 
 

RF offered a challenge to the committee to find ways of persuading the approx. 300 members of the “notify 
me” list to take up full membership.  

All: Any ideas to RF 

6 

Events JB said the experimental tea afternoons would lapse due to limited attendance unless an activity had been 
included. Feedback supported the need for a focus to attract people in. 

The 2018 schedule and 2019 draft schedule had been circulated with the agenda. For completeness it 
included monthly swan & duck food bagging; litter picking – frequency to be decided; walks & talks, including 
one in the Wandsworth Heritage Fortnight; and a possible new regular bowls event. Trevor Morris was thanked 
in absentia for the excellent work he does arranging walks and talks.  

Major events for 2019 would include the AGM (May) and a possible summer party. Other ideas included 
events centred on the nationally organised Big Garden Bird Watch, Big Butterfly Count and London National 
Park City launch. It had previously been agreed not to participate in the Northcote Road Fair again but to 
continue with the Bellevue Rd Fair in September. 

RF/JB stressed that all the above was contingent on attracting enough volunteers, especially as CO had said 
he would no longer be able to act as Events Lead. 
 

 

7 AOB 
 
The remaining part of the meeting was informal as CO had kindly provided a full meal and was thanked 
enthusiastically for doing so. 

 
 
 

 


