
Wandsworth Common Management Advisory Committee 
and 

The Friends of Wandsworth Common 
 

Please respond to: 
       9 Dorlcote Road 

                                                                                          London SW18 3RT 
email: george@gmeakin.co.uk   or 
friends@wandsworthcommon.org 

 
9th January 2019 
 
Mr T Cronin, Head of Planning  
Dept of Environment and Community Services 
Wandsworth Council 
Town Hall 
Wandsworth High Street 
London SW18 2PU 
 
For the attention of Esterina Bartilomo 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Re: Jaggard Way Redevelopment, London SW18 8SG 
Outline Planning Applications No: 2018/5413 
Objection 
 
The Wandsworth Common Management Advisory Committee (the WC MAC), in conjunction 
with their sister organisation The Friends of Wandsworth Common (FoWC), refer to the 
applications listed above and hereby submit their joint objections. 
 
The Constitutions of the two bodies differ in many respects but they are complementary in 
that they set out to: 
 
a) act as a two way channel of communication between Wandsworth Borough Council, the 

Council's Management Company, Enable and the users of the Common. 
b) preserve and enhance the Common's natural character. 
c) promote public interest and participation in the protection and appreciation of the 

Common. 
 
Under the provisions of the two constitutions and confining the points to matters directly 
impacting Wandsworth Common, we therefore wish to comment as follows: 
 

1. Even with the amended plans submitted since the last applications (Nos: 2017/2768 
and 2017/3420) to reduce heights of part of the buildings, we consider that 
proposed 4-storey blocks – much taller than any other building in the area - will still 
destroy the look and feel of the area. The scheme is overdeveloped and its mass, 
scale and density is out of proportion to the site. 

 



2. The development will overlook the St James's triangle, which is one of the few areas 
where there are no organised sport bookings and which is designated as a wilder, 
more natural and tranquil area of the Common, contributing to what was referred to 
by Historic England as "the village-like environment of the area". The adverse impact 
of buildings of the scale being proposed will completely destroy this charmingly 
relaxing environment.  

 
3. The plans call for the removal of a number of mature trees which would reduce the 

screening of the development from the Common and would not be compensated by 
new planting. In addition the acknowledged damaging of tree roots in the period of 
construction might incur further unacceptable tree losses, as yet unquantifiable. 
 

4. Furthermore, in support of the views of users of the Common, a considerable 
number of whom are members of our two organisations, and who are currently 
associated with the businesses in the Jaggard Way Industrial Site, we object to the 
adverse impact the proposals will have on the commercial and light industrial 
businesses. This site, which has provided employment for over 30 years is one of the 
last remaining in the borough and needs to be retained in its current form. 
 

5. The Council should not lose sight of the fact that the proposed site is in the 
Wandsworth Common Conservation Area, surrounded by appropriate residential 
properties, a discreet and listed railway station and Wandsworth Common itself, 
which is protected by the Wandsworth Common Act 1871. The wild area around the 
station contributes to its feeling of countryside, as in the picture.  
 

  
 

6. More generally, the Committee voiced concerns over the seemingly endless number 
of developments in the vicinity of Wandsworth Common. It is our understanding that 
the Council have exceeded housing targets, so there is no need for further housing in 
the area.  

 



As guardian organisations for the Common we are concerned about the impact of 
the ever increasing footfall (people and dogs) from these and other developments in 
Wandsworth, who will naturally be using the Common, especially given the 
Common’s proximity to public transport. We are concerned about the long term 
effect this is having on the ecology and biodiversity of not only our unique and 
outstanding amenity but other open spaces in the borough as well. 
 
Our view is that new developments should include provision for additional green 
space, rather than increase use of existing spaces which are already under pressure 
from development and increasing recreational use. 
 

We, as the Wandsworth Common MAC and the Friends of Wandsworth Common, strongly 
urge the Council's Planning Application Committee to turn down this latest application at 
Jaggard Way. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
George Meakin 
Chair - Wandsworth Common MAC  
 
and 
 
Julia Bott 
Chair - Friends of Wandsworth Common 


