
Minutes Wandsworth Common MAC 
 

Date Monday Nov 19,  2018 Time 19.00 – 22.00 Venue Skylark Café 

Attendees Apologies Did not attend 

Officers 

George Meakin (Chair) 

Chris Metcalfe (Deputy Chair & Treasurer) 

Richard Fox (Secretary) 

 

Invited 

Simon Ingyon, ED, Enable Parks & Leisure 

Sue Delafons 

 

Julia Bott (Friends Co-Chair) 

Charlie Oppenheim  

Ben White 

Lewis More O’Ferrall 

 

Susy Lloyd 

Emily Jennings 

Rosemary Birchall 

Derek Wright 

Tom Pollak  

 

 Ian Mitchell, MD Enable LC 

David Kirk 

 Harvey Heath 

Stuart Hill 

Justin Harris  

 

No. Item Discussion Action 

1 
Introduction & 
apologies  

Apologies and absences as noted above.    

2 

Minutes of 
previous MAC & 
matters arising  

GM has not yet written to the Council about Neal’s Lodge and requested a steer from the MAC. This was 
discussed at item 7. The Sep 17 minutes were agreed. 

 

3 

Enable report JB, supported by CO, felt that the Enable report was rather short on forward looking information. Users of the 
Common were clearly interested in what happened on the Common and by providing more information – 
through its website for example - Enable could build understanding, trust and support.  

SI said that a lot of work was held up awaiting completion of the MMP and that providing information also came 
with a cost in time and resources. He said that recent heavy rain had provided encouraging initial evidence of 
improved drainage on Bolingbroke Fields.  Knot grass had been removed by herbicide which explains the bare 
patches. 

TP noted the extensive utility works on the Scope and suggested this was an opportunity to install chicanes near 
the bowling club at the junction of Sandgate Lane/Lyford Rd to deter moped users. The entrance to the Common 
from Balham Park Road was cited as an example.  

Sports bookings: SI said this would be taken over by Enable if idVerde had not improved its performance by 
February. SI suggested a joint MAC/Friends/Enable meeting be held in mid-Dec/early Jan, an idea which was 
well-received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SI to advise who GM/TP should 
contact re chicanes 

 

GM to arrange meeting with 
SI/JB 

 



 
 

Playground refurbishment: 

 St Marks – 2nd round of consultations now closed. Analysis would take 2-3 weeks and results would be 
shared with EJ before being sent back to the Council. Work would begin in the spring. EJ gave some 
annotated drawings to SI in order to expedite decision making. The MAC thanked EJ for her work and 
energetic championing of this project to improve the natural style of playgrounds. 

 Windmill – Following the Neal’s Lodge ruling the status and use of the buildings remained in flux and the 
consultation was delayed pending legal clarifications.  

 Chivalry Rd – It has been decided to engage ‘Infinite Playgrounds’ to do a bespoke design. Final designs will 
be available in the spring  

Dogs in the lake: It was agreed that MAC/Friends would be responsible for the initial draft of a leaflet to 
accompany the roll out of new signs in the spring. These would be part of a high profile publicity campaign 
including a dog control clinic by the Parks Police 

MMP: SI said this was slightly behind schedule, with a final draft now scheduled for January. The MAC agreed 
they would want to see a draft before a final document was published, given the amount of work the MAC had 
invested in the process. SI said that whatever projects were in the final MMP would be prioritised and could not 
all be scheduled in 2019. Funding would also need to be identified.  (see also item 5). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SI to advise when new dog signs 
ready. RF to find leaflet author 

GM to send MAC MMP WG 
letters to date to Jo Shearer  

GM/JB to write to Jo Shearer 
requesting sight of draft MMP in 
time to affect final version 

4 

Parks & Events 
Police report 

 It was felt that the data provided captured only a fraction of actual infringements given the relatively small 
part of the day the police were able to patrol. 

 RF noted that an individual had been reported for prosecution for exceeding the maximum number of dogs 
allowed  

 

 

5 

Friends report JB reported Friends membership now exceeds 280, with another 600 people on the contact list, over 500 twitter 
followers and almost 300 instagram followers. Since September there had been a photography walk, a tree walk 
led by an Enable tree officer, a pub quiz and a litter pick, each attracting 20+ members. Enable had offered 
another tree walk on Dec 1st to mark National Tree Week.  
 
Christmas festivities on Dec 8th would include carols from 2-4pm at Skylark and a Friends sponsored tree at the 
Wandsworth Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary Magdalene church from 4-6.30pm.  
 
MAC members who had joined the Friends or asked to be on the contact list would receive details idc.   
 
Work on scoping two important projects was underway: Nature Information Boards (NIB), picking up from where 
MAC ES had left off; and a drinking fountain. Both of these were in the draft MMP proposals and were expected 
to be in the final version. Friends had begun reaching out to the Battersea Society on heritage issues and had 
agreed to do a talk for the Wandsworth Society in February.  

 

 

 

If wished, join the Friends via the 
website for first notification of 
news and events; or join less 
frequent ‘notify me’ list  

 

 

 



 
 

 
SD said she had been advised by Enable to await the finalisation of the MMP before submitting any project 
funding bids, notably for the NIB and drinking fountain projects. However, in light of the earlier comments by SI 
and a new funding opportunity for a drinking fountain, the meeting suggested the Friends go back to Enable to 
urge them to submit a funding bid now   
 

SD to write to Marina at Enable 
(done) 

6 

Leisure & Culture 

Management 

contract retender 

The Community and Open Spaces OSC approved the procurement document for the re-tendering on Nov 7th. JB 
described the deputation she gave on behalf of the MAC and Friends (circulated with the agenda and published 
on the website). This had also been supported by the Wandsworth Society. Tooting Common and Battersea Park 
Friends had also made deputations. The very fact of those deputations may have drawn the amendment that 
said that key contract specifications, and in particular the critical quality/price split, would now be discussed by 
the whole OSC and not decided in isolation by the responsible Cabinet member. However, this would not be a 
public discussion.    
 
The principle of user groups being allowed to discuss contract specification with officers had been accepted. 
MAC and Friends would continue to work with Tooting Common Friends and MAC, and also Battersea and 
Wandsworth Park Friends, to exert maximum influence on the specification.  
  
A key change in the contract is that Arts will be taken back in house. A second is the tendering of key elements in 
lots. However, most of what happens on WC was under lot 1 (Parks & Open Spaces, Playgrounds, Events) and 
there was nothing to stop a provider tendering for the whole package as now. Another change aims to resolve 
the inefficiency of dual handling of contracts, whereby the Council monitor Enable’s management of third party 
contracts, specifically idverde and arboricultural services. This could result in these contracts being taken back in-
house. The FoWC/MAC deputation had proposed consideration of awarding the sub-contracts and their 
management to the management company instead, with the monitoring to be included in the management 
company’s monitoring/KPIs. 
 
Although Enable’s contract has been extended by six months to March 2020, the outcome of the re-tendering 
would be known by July/August  

GM/JB to continue liaising 
with FOTC/TCMAC and Ishbel 
Murray 

7 

Neal’s Lodge The Council has made no public statement about a way forward. RB had no information to offer. It was felt that 
the Council were probably still trying to decide what they legally could do with the premises. SL suggested they 
might still be hoping to get round the decision in some way. The implications for other buildings on the Common 
and elsewhere were noted.  

The MAC reiterated its view that GM should write to the Council (probably Paul Martin) jointly with FoWC to 
encourage a dialogue with key stakeholders about the Council’s approach and the importance of acting in the 

 

 

 

GM/JB  to send joint letter to 
Paul Martin 



 
 

spirit of the legal judgement regarding inclusive use. 

SD said the MAC and Friends should begin scoping proposals so that we were not taken by surprise when the 
Council did eventually decide on a plan. JB said the MAC should be allowed to see the premises.  

MAC/FoWC to continue 
efforts to be allowed access 
to view the premises  

8 

APM election 
rules 

SL circulated a list of discussion points to initiate a debate, including MAC size, type of member, what is expected 
of them, election rules, term limits, specific roles etc. It was agreed that many issues related to the MAC’s 
Constitution, which might need updating and revision. It was agreed to hold an extraordinary MAC meeting so 
that everyone could express their views, before a sub-committee was set up to work on rules and possible 
changes to the Constitution before the next APM in June. SL agreed to circulate a suggestions/options paper. 

JB to send MAC members a 
doodle poll to elicit 
availability. Done 

SL to prepare and circulate 
options paper 

9 

Road junction 
proposals 

Given the meeting overrunning, there was only a very brief discussion about Council proposals for the junction of 
Bellevue/Trinity Rds and Burntwood Lane. The documents circulated with the agenda had been approved by the 
Strategic Planning and Transportation OSC on Sep 18. RB, who is a member of that committee, confirmed that 
extensive consultations would take place in early 2019 before formal authority was sought from the Secretary of 
State.  GM explained that the Friends and MAC had had the proposals explained to them at a site visit in the 
summer, and the Wandsworth Society had subsequently held discussions with council officers.  It was agreed 
that the MAC and Friends should send a joint letter formally asking to be consulted on the key issue of loss of 
Common land and appropriate land compensation.  
 
It was noted that a strip of land north of the County Arms, to the west of Trinity Road, was proposed for return to 
the Common, achieved by narrowing Trinity Road. However, the MAC also felt this was an opportunity to press 
for the return of the unnamed road between Wandsworth Common Westside and Heathfield Road in addition.     

 

 

GM/JB to send joint letter 
requesting further 
consultation 

 Next meetings Extraordinary meeting to be arranged 
The next MAC meeting is brought forward to Monday Jan 7th, 7pm, Skylark 

 

 


