
Wandsworth Common 
Management and Maintenance Plan 2018 

 
Compilation of matters for suggested inclusion in the drafting 
of the 2018 Management and Maintenance Plan as submitted 
by Wandsworth Common Management Advisory Committee. 

 
Draft Vision Statement for Wandsworth Common* 
 
‘A free and open natural green space for everyone to protect and enjoy’ 
 
The Common is and will be: 

  
 An essential, beneficial and welcoming green lung in an urban environment, with 

free access for all 

 Valued locally for its diverse environments and ecosystems, it's natural and wild 

aspects and for the opportunity it offers to escape and recharge, physically and 

mentally 

 Enjoyed for its unique countryside feel, landscapes and water vistas, beautiful trees 

and varied wildlife  

 Balancing the needs and wishes of those wanting peace and quiet with those 

wanting to be more active. 

*This vision is a first draft, produced by the WCMAC Management and Maintenance Plan 

Working Group, to emphasise the need for a clear long term big picture and to inform 

future priorities.  It is intended to prompt discussion and debate.  The planning process 

provides an opportunity to develop and refine such a statement. 

 

 
Introduction 
 
The following are the ideas put forward by the Wandsworth Common Management 
Advisory Committee (WC MAC) for suggested inclusion in the forthcoming Wandsworth 
Common Management and Maintenance Plan. 
 
They have been compiled from the results of consultations within the MAC and the 
responses to over 500 surveys conducted with users of Wandsworth Common. 
 
Aspects of the 2015 Tooting Common Management and Maintenance Plan have been used 
to provide a structure to the content.  
 



Under its Constitution, the MAC is responsible for advising on matters affecting the 
Common, with special reference to the Management Plan for the Common and also for 
assisting with and advising on the creation and implementation of the Management Plan 
for the Common.  
 
This detailed document that follows below, has been prepared with those responsibilities in 
mind and includes provisions to regularly monitor the implementation of the plan. 
 

1.Planning 
Planning policy context 
1(a) Be aware of national and local planning policy including the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and Wandsworth Local Plan and Development management 
documents. The new plan will need to take into account all statutory provisions relating to 
Wandsworth Common. This would include a recent ruling which states that revenue raised 
on the Common should be used primarily for the benefit of the Common. 
 
1(b) Be aware of appropriate planning control for designated areas including Metropolitan 
Open Land, listed buildings, conservation areas, open access land, common land and Site of 
Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation. 
 
1(c) Ensure proper management of priority habitats identified by Biodiversity Action Plans, 
Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation and Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
priority species. 
 
1(d) Consider special architectural or historic interest designation for Wandsworth Common 
as a whole including extending conservation protection for the whole Common. 
 
1(e) Consider application for heritage listing for buildings and structures on the Common.  
 
1(f) Maintain communications with other stakeholders (e.g. Network Rail, Highways Agency, 
TFL) to ensure that any works undertaken on or closely adjacent to the Common comply 
with the requirements of the management and maintenance plan. 
 
 

2. Management and maintenance requirements 
Management and maintenance requirements 
Management will need to balance the demands for active recreation, passive recreation, 
nature conservation, natural landscapes and the heritage values of the Common.  
Different Character Areas across the Common should be formally designated and 
appropriate management and maintenance arrangements adopted for each. 
(see Appendix 1) 
 
Those responsible for executing the plan will need adequate resourcing to ensure 
objectives are attainable.  
 



2(a) Remain aware of the legal safeguards which lay down that any land taken from the 
Common by the Council (e.g. for road improvements), must be replaced in full elsewhere on 
the Common. 
 
2(b) Bear in mind the challenges of inappropriate use of the Common and anti-social 
behaviour such as vandalism and graffiti. 
 
2(c) Ensure that all new or maintenance works have minimal detrimental and/or unsightly 
environmental impact.  Where appropriate, materials used for structures should be FSC (or 
similar) certified and in keeping with the natural look and feel of the environment, and if 
possible should be sourced from local businesses.  
 
2(d) Aim to use by-products of woodland/tree management wherever possible in 
projects after first considering and prioritising the biodiversity value and their use on the 
Common.  
 
2(e) Ensure that the plan is for a specified period (say 10 years divided into short, medium 
and long-term priorities) and includes provision for regular reviews (at least once a year) 
and if required re-writes. The reviews should include input from interested parties including 
representation from Wandsworth Council, Enable (or its successor Management 
Contractors) the Wandsworth Common Management Advisory Committee (WCMAC), 
Friends of Wandsworth Common group, once constituted, and other relevant stakeholder 
bodies.  
 
2(f) Develop an appropriate set of KPIs that reflect the key goals and actions from the 
management plan and monitor on a regular basis. These to include details of financial 
budgets, with performance and variance reports. 
 
2(g) Ensure transparency in area management and sports/events bookings to ensure 
concerned stakeholders are kept informed. 
 
2(h) On an ongoing basis ensure that Wandsworth Common Management Advisory 
Committee (WCMAC) and Friends of Wandsworth Common group, once constituted, are 
included in and kept informed about the management process and kept aware of what 
standards Wandsworth Council and Enable (or its successor Management Contractors) are 
working to and informed of the reasons for actions taken. 
 
2(i) The presence of any legally protected species and site designations must be taken into 
account in the management of the Common. 
 
2(j) Ensure that the landscape horticultural maintenance contract bill of quantities is 
regularly reviewed to include increased habitat management operations e.g. acid grassland, 
meadow and woodland management and balance these with the need to manage 
vegetation for personal safety. Develop management and maintenance objectives and 
actions. 
 



2(k) Maintain and enforce dog restrictions and bird feeding restrictions to protect wildlife, 
prevent pest problems (rats) and water fouling. 
 
2(l) Maintain and adequately resource parks police and/or warden presence to enforce bye-
laws and control unauthorised usage, including physical recreation. 
 
2(m) Ensure contractors vehicles meet the specifications required to avoid damage to the 
fabric of the common while carrying out their duties 
 
2(n) As a matter of priority, investigate the institution of recycling on the Common, with first 
priority to the tennis courts area where large quantities of plastic bottles are disposed of 
 

3. Trees 
In user surveys, overall the trees are seen to be one of the most important and appreciated 
features of the Common - their abundance, their variety, their beauty, the blossoms, the 
ecological benefits, the tree lined paths all contribute to the natural, countryside 
atmosphere of the Common, which must be preserved. To this end: 
 
3(a) (i) Give due regard to Council policies on trees generally and to the new "Tree Strategy" 
recently proposed by the Wandsworth Tree Warden Network, which is currently under 
consideration. 
Trees 
3(a) (ii) Recognise and interpret the range of designed tree features including lines, 
avenues and specific trees of historical origin and significance, and plan for 
renewal and/or restoration and new planting. 
 
3(b) Increase the use of standing dead wood and dead wood piles where it does not 
conflict with health and safety concerns, and does not form part of formal designed areas 
including tree avenues. This will help to encourage invertebrates, fungi and birds and 
conform with the picturesque style in keeping with parts of the Common. For further 
information see English Heritage landscape advice note document The Treatment of Dead 
Wood in Historic Parks and Gardens. 
 
3(c) Ensure appropriate management of veteran trees to enhance longevity and 
ecological value, particularly where there are already signs of significant decay. Manage 
the veteran tree resource through implementation of selected individual veteran tree 
management plans. Replace lost trees. 
 
3(d) Plan for future planting of new trees across the site in reference to its historic 
character and species mix. Succession should be planned for historic trees and avenues 
through implementation of heritage tree management plans. 
 
3(e) Give priority to after-care beyond initial planting and establishment of new stock. 
 
3(f) Sensitively manage and control the spread of invasive species including 
sycamore and turkey oak (non-native and host to a parasitic wasp). 
 



3(g) Continue to monitor trees regularly for safety and signs of disease, and take 
appropriate and timely action to eradicate or reduce spread. 
 
3(h) Continue to assess ground treatment for mature trees to relieve compaction/introduce 
fertiliser. 
 
3(i) Provide temporary exclusion areas to protect vulnerable trees and allow woodland 
generation. 
 3(j) Remain vigilant of the potential for historic trees on the Common to be impacted by 
climate change in a number of ways. Changes in temperatures and rainfall pattern, for 
example, could threaten the site’s valuable tree stock and alter the range of species suitable 
for planting. It could also lead to an increase in the diversity and activity of pests and 
diseases. 
 
3(k) Remain aware of the requirement to obtain all relevant statutory permissions prior to 
works affecting trees. All tree works within the conservation areas will be carried out only 
once permission from the Council has been obtained. It is an offence to carry out work to 
those trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order without first getting permission from the 
Council. Except in an emergency, five days written notice must be given before works on a 
dead or dangerous tree that is subject to a Tree Preservation Order or is within a 
conservation area. The Forestry Commission will need to be contacted regarding felling 
licences. 
 
3(l) Improve communication with Network Rail to ameliorate the impact of their 
maintenance work on screening, landscapes, the environment and air quality, and also to 
ensure graffiti is promptly removed when identified. 
 

 
4. Ecology 
Ecology 
4(a) There will need to be a full Phase I and Phase II ecological baseline survey collating data 
on as many species and habitats as feasible, and undertaking subsequent monitoring. In 
addition, an Ecological Monitoring strategy should be developed to inform ongoing 
management to continue targeted and useful data collection. 
 
4(b) Consider the impact of ever-increasing footfall on the common and how to mitigate it 
 
4(c) Be aware that although scrub offers valuable wildlife habitat it can obscure views and 
encourage antisocial behaviour. It must be kept to a useful level, avoiding unhelpful mono 
cultures e.g. brambles. 
 
4(d) Be aware that in some locations, high public access and associated disturbance and dog 
fouling, for example, limit the ecological value of the Common. 
 
4(e) Consider the need for an integrated habitat management appraisal, including the 
creation of a network of formal wildlife corridors through the Common and with links to the 
wider area. 



 
4(f) Be aware of the requirement to manage the acid grasslands to increase extents, with 
appropriate cutting regimes, removal of arisings and removal of encroaching scrub/tree 
species including inappropriate planted species.  
 
4(g) Consider possible further restoration and re-naturalisation of the lakes and pond to 
improve wetland habitat diversity. Particular focus required on water quality/aeration  
 
4(h) Consider the potential for further water edge habitat enhancement   
 
4(i) Ensure the management of the waterfowl population to prevent dominant species such 
as Canada Geese reducing diversity and interest, including protecting any marginal 
enhancements. 
 
4(j) Ensure the management of the woodland and scrub to enhance nature conservation 
value. 
 
4(k) Ensure sensitive management and control of ornamental and invasive tree and shrub 
species within woodlands e.g. rhododendrons (invasive and poisonous to many bees). 
 
4(l) Avoid the use of herbicides and fertilisers that will discourage wildlife. 
 
4(m) Consider barrier planting to detract visitors to ecologically sensitive sites (e.g. 
gorse, holly, hawthorn or buckthorn), although this should be sited so as to minimise 
impacts on existing habitats, such as shading and nutrient enrichment (leaf fall). 
 
4(n) Continue to investigate other potential funding sources to support environmental and 
heritage enhancements. 
 
4(o) Remain alert to the potential for further interpretation on ecological value. 
 
4(p) Where possible, encourage, enhance and develop native species of flora and fauna to 
evolve naturally, subject to appropriate management practices, natural regeneration and 
the existing seed bank. However, re-seeding with wildflowers may be used in certain areas. 
 
4(q) Consider the best ways to reverse the identified lack of pollen and nectar sources on 
the Common through grassland enhancement and scrub planting. 

 
 
5. Hydrology 
 
5(a) The lakes and pond are key focal points of the Common and it is vital to ensure that the 
quality of water in the lakes and pond are maintained to the highest possible levels. 
Aeration of the main pond should be considered. 

 



5(b) There are several almost permanently waterlogged areas. Source of excess water and 
remedial drainage solutions need to be identified and implemented.  
 
5(c) There are a number of other parts of the Common, including the football pitches on 
Bolingbroke Fields, that require remedial drainage solutions. 
 

 
 
 
6. Visitor management  
Visitor accessibility 
6(a) Maintain and enhance existing rights of way on the whole common 
 
6(b) Investigate ways to correct the lack of information on the Common about its 
significance/value or specific features – either in the form of interpretation panels, leaflets 
or learning events/activities. 
 
6(c) Investigate the use of technology to deliver site interpretation such as smart-
phone/tablet apps, website, social media etc to provide visitors with a greater 
understanding of the site’s history and importance.   
 
6(d) Paths should be suitably cambered and with a good surface [see 6(f)] and the optimum 
width for wheelchairs. Wider paths should be of sufficient width to accommodate standard 
maintenance contractor's vehicles. 
 
6 (d) (i) Desire lines in some areas are inevitable, but if they become excessive (eg beside 
Bellevue Road and on the Scope) suitable steps should be considered to reduce them.  
 
6(e) Joggers and dog walkers have created desire lines around the periphery of the 
common, which some users have described as unsightly. Consider possible remedies   
 
6(f) Improve condition of localised areas of tarmac paths with a view to phasing out over 
time (consider grants etc); the tarmac to be replaced with surfaces of appropriate materials 
and colour more suitable for the natural appearance of the Common.  
 
6(g) It is important to maintain a sensible balance between provision of formal sport areas 
and informal recreation, relaxation and play areas.   The sport areas are hugely popular and 
have conflicting demands with the surrounding more natural areas of the Common used by 
the public. Consider more formal designation of the Character Areas suggested in the 
attached Appendix 1. 
 
6(h) Ensure accessibility for everyone in compliance with the Equality Act (2010) and update 
disability and access audit.  
 
6(i) Conflict between cyclists and pedestrians on shared use paths to be addressed including 
reviewing currently confused cycle routes and including much clearer signage. Desire for 



East-West and North-South transit needs to be acknowledged while minimising impact on 
pedestrians. [See also 9(u)] 
 
6(j) Potential to review dog walking and site dog walking policies for the public (e.g. no more 
than 4 dogs per licence) 
 
6(k) Signposts around the Common require improvement, with consideration given to 
providing signs that are readily understandable by all but which do not detract from the 
setting of the Common. 
 
6(k) (i) Carry out a full review of litter management, including type of bin and bin 
placements around the Common, the collection policies, anti-littering information and to 
further emphasise the "Take it Home" message. There are still certain areas with few or no 
bins. Further consider additional, adequate and properly dispersed waste collection points 
particularly during summer months and how to implement anti-littering education 
initiatives. 
 
6(l) Awareness of strategic links and corridors with surrounding open spaces to improve 
access and support wildlife as outlined in the All London Green Grid Wandle Valley Area 
Framework (8) by the Greater London Authority (2011) 
 

 
7. Views and vistas 
Views and vistas 
Protect and enhance designated ‘long views’. At the same time, unwanted views of the 
Council buildings and distant skyscrapers have opened up since Network Rail’s tree felling in 
spring 2017. Tree planting needs to be initiated to undo the damage over the course of 
time.   

 
 
8. Built structures 
Built structures 
8(a) In general, work to historic structures should be carried out in accordance with the 
British Standard Guide to the Conservation of Historic Buildings BS7913 (2013) and 
Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of the 
Historic Environment (2008) - or more up to date versions. 
Built structures 
8(b) Undertake a detailed review of existing buildings. This Buildings Review should 
include identification of redundant buildings that might be removed and any need for new 
buildings, new space provision or alternative use of existing buildings. This last to ensure 
appropriate use for buildings on common land, with community focussed use prioritised. 
 
8(c) Potential to remove or screen intrusive buildings, improving setting, with vegetation 
and attractive climbers and trees.  
 



8(d) Liaise with Network Rail to allow access to remove unsightly graffiti on buildings visible 
from Bolingbroke Fields. 
 
8(e) There are no working drinking water fountains on the Common. The one next to the 
café (Skylark) should be restored and a second one should be installed in a convenient 
location.  
 
8(f) Works (e.g. tree removal, vegetation clearance, building removal/restoration) to 
consider the potential for impacts on legally protected species (e.g. bats, birds). 
 
8(g) Any works affecting historic buildings, structures and causing ground disturbance 
should also be the subject of appropriate archaeological mitigation. An archaeological 
watching brief may suffice in many instances, but a need for more extensive work cannot be 
ruled out. 
 

8(h) Requirement to identify and maintain all historic buildings and historic structures, 
including small items of ironmongery, such as boundary markers, allowing them to be visible 
and, where appropriate, interpreted and physically accessible. 
 
8(i) Identify and secure appropriate usage for the Neal’s Lodge building that provides 
benefits to the local community as a whole, taking into account all statutory provisions 
relating to Wandsworth Common. 
 
 

9. Land use 
Land use 

Infrastructure 
 

9(a) A strategy is required to guide the future provision of site infrastructure assets 
throughout the Common and within each character area, bearing in mind that characters 
are not always rigid e.g. Bolingbroke Fields has both organised sport and natural areas, with 
attractive long views which should be protected. A furniture, lighting and site equipment 
palette could be developed and implemented which is appropriate to the historic character 
of the Common. 
 
9(b) Thought should be given to installing sensitively designed and located on-site 
interpretation, location and direction boards ("you are here”) near main entrances to 
improve the understanding and orientation within the Common. 
 
9(c) Particular thought should be given to how to commemorate the historic Craig telescope 
in an appropriate way. 
 
9(d) Maintain the widespread network of paths which provides appropriate access in all 
weathers. 
 
9(e) Opportunities to reduce overall extent of hard surfacing where paths are duplicated 
and replace with softer, more natural surfaces which also deter overly fast cycling. 
 



Events  
(bearing in mind the Designation and Management of Character Areas - Appendix 1) 
9(f) Requirement to carefully manage events and fairs to attract local visitors, but ensure 
that there is no long-term damage to the fabric of the Common and minimisation of 
disruption to local communities. This should be achieved through limits on size and 
Frequency, and through coordinated event and Common management, and by design 
adoption with reference to events strategy. Improve communication with the MAC for all 
planned events. 
 
9(g) Concern to limit the extent of area used for events in order to protect adjacent 
habitats. 
 
9(h) Encourage educational events e.g. dog control/dangers of dog excrement, good cycling 
conduct, ecology and history. 
 
Community 
9(i) Overriding need is to balance the diverse needs, interests and aspirations on the use of 
the Common. Misuse through inability to enforce existing byelaws and rules has increased, 
resulting in tension between users of the common, the MAC, the Management Company 
and the contractors. 
 
9(j) The Common would benefit greatly from more resources to undertake physical 
maintenance, enforce byelaws and sports booking policy, litter collection/recycling, manage 
and recruit volunteers and increase the opportunities available for local people to actively 
engage with the Common. Note: Plans are underway to form a Friends of Wandsworth 
Common Group that may result in active volunteering. 
 
9(k) Potential to carry out an annual survey to review and monitor common user 
satisfaction. 
 
9(l) The Common experiences problems with anti-social behaviour which could be reduced 
through the adoption of appropriate management, policing or warden provision.  
 
9(m) Opportunity to develop and implement an Activity Plan which will provide a solid 
understanding of who currently visits the Common and encourage existing and limited new 
audiences to visit the Common and respect and use it appropriately. ‘Leave it as you would 
want to find it’. 
 
9(n) Lack of a Sports Advisory Forum to advise Wandsworth Council, Enable and the 
Wandsworth Common Management Advisory Committee (WCMAC) on sporting matters. 
 
9(o) Lack of promotion of Wandsworth Common benefits and ecological value through 
websites, social media and newsletters. Aim should be to promote appropriate and 
respectful use. 
 
9(p) Current lack of a focal point for interpretation and community activities. 
 



9(q) Lack of links between the Common and other sites in London boroughs and other local 
areas. 
 
9(r) Potential to expand the range of events and learning opportunities linked to the 
Commons heritage, recreation and environment, giving more people an opportunity to 
become involved. 
 
9(s) Lack of interpretation and information about facilities, interests and what can/can’t be 
done within the Common.  
Land use 
9(t) Heavy use of the Common for dog walking causes conflicts with other users. Consider 
solutions. 
 
9(u) Increasingly heavy use of the Common for cycling causes conflicts with other users.  
This is a major ongoing concern. Consider whether some sort of formal cycling consultation/ 
public enquiry should be commissioned. A number of recent comments have suggested that 
the lack of a designated formal North/South route and unclear signage contributes to the 
amount of undisciplined "rogue" cycling.  
 
9(v) Heavy use of the common for organised sport causes conflicts with other users 
Wandsworth Common is the most heavily booked of all Wandsworth’s green spaces (see 
Appendix 2) and consideration should be given to achieving a better balance of bookings 
across the whole Borough of Wandsworth. For example, only Wandsworth Common hosts 
softball. At least one of the current bookable sites for softball should be located elsewhere 
(Battersea or Tooting). 
 
9(w) All Personal Trainers, both groups and individuals, operating on the Common to be 
registered and provided with visible registration cards.  Details of registered Trainers to be 
appropriately publicised to Common users. A more regular system of police or warden 
monitoring presence would help to reduce and educate unauthorised Personal Trainers who 
make money from their classes but make no contribution to the upkeep and wellbeing of 
the Common.  
 
9(x) The proposed more regular system of police or warden monitoring to have the same 
authority and scope, as above, for unauthorised sport or other group activities. 
 
9(y) Consider how to encourage and divert organised sports use to less well used areas. 
 
9(z) In future, new schools adjacent to the Common should NOT be given unrestricted 
access to the Common. They should be charged a reasonable commercial rent (comparable 
to other local facilities, e.g. Springfield or Trinity Fields), with the income being ring fenced 
specifically for use for the Common. Preferably income from any renewed contracts with 
schools or other commercial operations should be similarly ring fenced.  
 
 
 
 



Facilities 
 
10(a) The public toilets, behind the Bowling Green, to be renovated and signage to them 
improved 
 
10(b) Review of the amount of the Common dedicated to formal sports provision, with a 
view to identifying options to re-allocate some areas to informal recreation. Balance of 
formal to informal recreation should not be increased in favour of formal recreation.  
 
10(c) Consider forming zones in the Common for unstructured recreation to restrict the 
spread of formal sporting areas. 
 
10(d) Maintain Tennis Courts and promote as a beneficial community facility. Effort should 
be made to promote the use of the Bowling Green, in conjunction with the Bolingbroke 
Bowling Club, with the assistance of Allstar Tennis, who currently take the bookings. 
If this initiative is unsuccessful, consideration should be given to possible alternative usage.  
 
10(e) Maintain the Café (Skylark), to include the provision of community activities. 
 
10(f) Maintain the Nature Centre (Naturescope) facility to provide ecological and 
educational facilities for the benefit of the local community. 
 
10(g) Maintain the range of playgrounds across the Common, providing facilities for children 
of differing ages in the best contemporary design and using the most appropriate materials 
for the natural look and feel of the Common. 
 
10(h) Continue to maintain links and encourage the leaseholders of the Lady Allen 
playground to provide facilities on the Common for local children, and specifically those 
with special needs. 
 
ENDS 
 
WC MAC 
15th February 2018 


